DESCRIPTION OF ax extinct mink FROM THE SllEEE- 
DEbCRir HEApg QF THE MAINE COAST. 


By Daniei, Webster Prentiss. 


Upon the *>,« ami Ito*of fecohscot Boy and the adjacent cca.t 
there'exist ntmterotts shell-heaps, the majority ot which were made 
1 V Thov nrv oreatly in size, some being an acre m extent, 
Sothc^ cove; bu^a few square yards. The age of the majority 

of these shell-heaps is unknown, hut from the absence ot metal, and 

articles of European manufacture from many ot them, ft is allova de 




to suppose that these at least da c * of thclu 0 f the fragment 

idea is strengthened by the discoft j ^ . |1S appears 

of the skull of a mink, representing . _ Konm ins of other 

to be new, and is below desen jet detected as our knowledge 

extinct species of animals will doubd,U ^ illustl , t e 
of the contents of these shell-heaps ‘ " 
well the specific ditference^^^ 1 


_______ v/r .. yxvI—N o. 1336. 
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LUTREOLA MACRODON, new species. 

Type specimen. No. 115178. baited States National Museum, col¬ 
lected by I'. A\ . I rue and D. AV. Prentiss in 1,S!»7. 

Typr locality. Brooklin, Hancock County, Blaine. 

Condition of t >/]><’. Fragment of skull composed of the superior 
mux like. portions of the nasals, right zygoma, and palate extending 
(» mm. hack of molars. All of the teeth are present on the rio-ht side" 
three mcisors and one premolar on the left side. The teeth are in 
excellent condition except the canine, which is broken at the point, and 
portions of enamel missing. The bones are very brittle and of a yel- 
lowhsli color on their broken surfaces. J 

Description. Rostrum very wide, nasal aperture large, ant-orbital 
foramina also large. The nasals ascend more abruptly than in L. rison 
lotrcoaplains, its nearest relative. The dentition is very similar to 
this race, the principal differences being the large size of teeth and 

the, more acute angle which the oarnassial makes with the long axis of 
the skull. ° 
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Palate between molars . 
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BetA\ r een ant-orbital foramina..I 

Breadth of nasal aperture .I 

Ant-orbital foramen..’" ” ..I 

Base of incisor row to tip of liastii . 

“ F, ’ rl Yukon - Aliiwka. I, X'eur Washington 

adnlt° 8 ti‘ 1IS fl01 " Which th<? foro «-oing measurements were taken are 
adult I he measurements of I. macro,Ion, compared with those of 

L r la/rcor,plains, its nearest relative, show the enormous size of 

bi.H d ; i f.' ''' '"u" N 7 ™ Until now the lai-grcst American mink, 
but rs decidedly smaller than the one here described 

str kL-’wH 1 ^^^ t!,i - SpCCi, ' S to Z - l"trcoceplnlus is very 

•u d tb ; V ‘ d ; fl ;" VnC0 ln S,zo of the teet h- the angle of the nasals, 
and the position of the carnassials justify me. 1 believe, in the, abse 
ot intermediate forms, in describing it as a new species. 

11 to ex l ,rcs * m.v thanks to the Secretary of __, )au 
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